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The Montessori School of Washington

Attn: Narissa James
4380 Mac Arthur Blvd, NW
Washington, D.C. 20007

Telephone: (202) 338-1557

E-mail : rissa6198@yahoo.com
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Montessori Philosophy

Dr. Maria Montessori

The philosophical foundation of the Montessori approach is based on the premise that education should be an aid to life. In order to develop their physical, intellectual and spiritual powers to the fullest, children must have freedom - a freedom to be achieved through order and self-discipline. Respect for a child's personality and trust in the inner potentialities are prerequisite to the foundation of an adequate educational alliance between the child and the adult. 

Dr. Montessori was the first woman graduate of the University of Rome Medical School in 1896. She worked with mentally deficient children and became convinced that they could be reached through special education. Dr. Montessori developed a number of specialized teaching materials, and found that these children could learn much more than had been thought possible. Several years later, while directing a day care center she used the same equipment with normal children. After countless observations, Dr. Montessori concluded that children aged 2 to 6 years have the ability and desire to learn a great deal more than was previously thought. 

In the Montessori classroom today, the environment is carefully prepared with manipulative materials created by Dr. Montessori. The children choose their own activities, work at their own pace, and repeat these activities for as long as they wish. They develop confidence, independence, and a sense of order.

Admission
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The Primary Program admits children from 2 through 6 years of age, and all age groups are mixed in the classroom. For the youngest children, the program is three years in duration. 

Parents are strongly urged to allow their children to complete the three-year cycle through their kindergarten year in order to receive maximum benefit from the Montessori Experience.

All children attend school from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, Monday through Friday, from September to June. Four and five year old children have advanced Montessori studies until 3:00 p.m. In consideration of working parents, the school offers extended day hours - 8:15 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Parents’ Comments

"I remember especially one holiday pageant watching the young children line up happily on stage. Each wore a sign indicating their native land. Out of 23 children there were 18 different countries represented. What a wonderful way for children to discover the diversity of the human family. It happens every day at Montessori School of Washington." 


Wade Davis

"One of the most precious moments to a parent is seeing your child smile when you ask her how was school today. During the four years my daughter was at Montessori School of Washington, I had too many moments like that to count."


Tony Velazquez

"After feeling much anxiety about enrolling my French speaking two year old boy in an American school, I was immediately relieved as I watched him being welcomed into the warm and caring family atmosphere of Montessori School of Washington. Never once in his three years at the school did he feel out of place or that he was not easily understood. He thoroughly enjoyed his years at the school and I was completely comfortable knowing that he was in a happy, nurturing, and safe environment." 


Sylvie Beuzen

Parents’ Comments (Continued)
"After four years (and with my second child now enrolled too), I can only praise the school's wonderful atmosphere and its openness to children of any nationality or background. The school's approach enhances children's understanding of other cultures and allows them to interact with each other in a playful and joyous mood."

Monica Pisoni

"With many thanks to the Montessori School of Washington for laying a solid foundation for the future of our children both academically and socially. Children of many nationalities embrace each other in a loving and happy environment everyday."

Avis Brock

"You successfully maintained a warm and friendly environment for all the children. Kazu always told us how he enjoyed school. Although he spoke no english, you made him feel that he was part of the group. I must tell you that you all are wonderful educators."


Sawako and Yoshikazu Matsubara

[image: image3.jpg]


School Policies

· A $60.00 nonrefundable application fee is required with the application
· A $350 non refundable registration fee is required to secure the space.


· The full years' tuition is due by August 15 


· Monthly statements are issued to those families who require before or after school care. 


· No credits are issued for vacations or illness. 


· Lunch is not included in tuition. Children bring their own boxed lunches and snacks daily.


Parent participation in field trips, specialized lessons, and fundraising activities is encouraged and appreciated. 

· Tuition Rates for Academic Year*
Toddlers (2 Year Olds)

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM: $11,000

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM: $12,700 

3 Year Olds 

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM: $9,400 

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM: $13,200 
4 and 5 Year Olds 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM: $9,400 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM: $12,100 
After school care

$10 per hour 

Before school care

$10 per hour or $110.00 per month. (Available at 8:15 a.m.) 

*Subject to change without notice

A Partial Summary of Aims
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Provide opportunities, which permit the child to be successful, thus creating a positive self-image. 

· To help the child become competent, independent and self-confident and to learn to respect freedom with responsibility.

· To encourage the child's natural curiosity and love of learning within a structure but with flexibility.

· To provide natural, ungraded, vertical grouping of children so that they may learn from each other.

· To encourage independent study as well as group cooperation to foster self-discipline. 

     Primary Program
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The Montessori School of Washington offers early education for children aged 2 through 6 years. In the classroom, the child follows a natural progression through four categories of learning: 

The Practical Life Exercises involve simple tasks relating to care and maintenance of the child's environment. They give the child a sense of organization and concentration, as well as an appreciation of a completed cycle of activity. 

Primary Program (Continued)

The Sensorial Materials help the child to organize, categorize and refine the perceptions of his senses, e.g., colors, sounds, geometric shapes and relative sizes. 

The Language Materials prepare the child for writing and reading. Children are made aware of phonetics, vocabulary is enriched and the functions of words are introduced. 

In Mathematics, the child is initially exposed to concrete materials teaching counting and the association of numbers with quantities. The program then progresses to more abstract concepts, in preparation for addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. 

The Montessori School of Washington's goal is to develop patterns of concentration and thoroughness in early childhood in order to produce a competent learner in later years.

The Montessori School of Washington Announces 
Its New Location!
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The Montessori School of Washington has relocated to West Georgetown in order to accommodate our expansion and the addition of a new Toddler Class!

Our new facility offers our students bright pristine, and fresh learning environment. It is situated where Foxhall Road and MacArthur Boulevard intersect.

We are currently accepting applications for the Toddler (2 year olds) and Primary (3-5 year olds) Programs.

The Montessori School of Washington continues to offer a culturally diverse student population and staff.

In Practice
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The Montessori School of Washington introduces children to the joy of learning at an early age and assists the child in creating an inner order. This self-discipline becomes the basis of freedom, within a framework, for children to learn through their senses according to their own timetable of growth and level of interest. 

By achieving continuous success in learning experiences, the child will develop self-confidence and competence, attributes that are carried into maturity. When children acquire self-mastery and self-respect, they then respect others.

